
MINUTES – FEB. 21, 2017 

Windom Park Citizens in Action (WPCiA) Neighborhood Meeting 

Meeting was called to order by Board President Zach Wefel at 7:03 p.m. Following introductions, 

motion to approve the agenda was made, seconded, and carried. Staff announcements were noted 

and shared via folder. 

Susan Webb, Second Precinct crime prevention specialist for this area of northeast, shared 

neighborhood crime statistics and block club training info for 2/27/17 and 5/2/17. Windom Park has six 

new block club leaders signed up, so WPCiA will continue to receive the “MPD Action Alerts.” (She will 

check for the policy on this that WPCiA has been unable to obtain.) Property crimes, not violent crimes, 

are what drive the crime stats in this area, she said. What about Part 2 crimes? Answer: Adjust filters in 

RAIDS Online to see that info. Fire department still offers free graffiti remover. Wefel noted that 

WPCiA still offers $100 home security rebates. 

Carolyn Buzza, Eastside Food Co-op board chair, and John Lacaria, interim general manager, gave 

update on the EFC post-merger vote. EFC elected to not merge (needed 2/3rd majority in favor; got 51 

percent), but Wedge and Linden Hills did agree to merge. New EFC board represents both sides of the 

topic, but is working cooperatively together to chart a course for EFC in light of market 

conditions/share, new Hy-Vee coming (can mean 10-30 percent sales decline when moving in nearby), 

determining priorities, assessing how EFC can differentiate itself, unifying the community, hiring a 

permanent general manager via a nationwide search (possibly hiring by late summer), and the “triple 

bottom line.” EFC needs to increase sales and be prepared to adjust staffing as needed. Recent store 

expansion, 52 percent increase in staff, 6,900 owners, doubling of parking spaces, and 10 percent 

growth during expansion were noted; FY 2016 sales were $9.7 million; $14.1 million expected this year. 

WPCiA has loan out to co-op.  

Great Northern Greenway, Central Avenue Special Service District, and 18th Avenue rehab project 

speakers were not present. Comment from attendee on 18th Avenue project: Utility poles that were 

supposed to go away are not going away now, so the plan online may or may not be accurate. 

Wefel recapped the status of the Small Area Transportation Plan. Johnson Street to be repaved in 

2019. Concerns have been raised about Lowry Grove redevelopment and traffic impacts. Windom Park 

resident Darlene Gerber read a motion on the topic and recapped a recent meeting of SAVNE 

Neighbors for a Livable Community, attended by over 170 people. Fifteen-acre site is slated for 837 

housing units. Resolution directs city council member and parks commissioner and their staff to 

minimize the impact on our community, with a response requested prior to March 21, 2017. Concerns 

noted focus on traffic/traffic study, storm water, construction traffic, truck traffic on Stinson Parkway, 

aesthetics, green space, loss of affordable housing, access at 26th Avenue NE onto a parkway, 

clarification of ownership of park board property/right of way, and size/scale of the project. A motion 

was made to approve the statement read by Gerber, seconded by Mark Schoenbauer, and carried with 

one abstention. Audubon approved a similar motion directed at City of Saint Anthony Village recently. 

A portion of WPCiA’s previously frozen-by-the-city Neighborhood Revitalization Program funds are 

scheduled to be unfrozen. If ultimately approved by the city council, this could mean an extra 



$42,256.49 in 2017 for WPCiA (and possibly similar amounts for the following three years, but that 

would require additional action by the city council). Ideas on how to use funds were discussed: A type 

of citizens inspection program that IDs people who need a little more help. A walking group. Board 

should think about Top 10 issues in the neighborhood and post on the web site. “Tough Old Bird” lawn 

signs! 

Open Forum: 1) Dan Miller asked about Quarry expansion development noted in news recently. Wefel 

noted extensive pollution remediation and many outstanding questions about the project at this time. 

Meeting Evaluation/Why Did You Attend Tonight’s Meeting? Comments: I’m supposed to; I 

appreciate I can communicate here; we need to fight for everything and get more neighbors in here; 

recruit more to show up and stand up for Northeast; I liked Gerber’s resolution – it stands up for 

Northeast. Thank you for the information emailed out. 

It was noted that there is one seat open on the board, for anyone interested in being considered. 

Motion was made, seconded, and carried to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
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